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(57) ABSTRACT

A bottom hole assembly attached to a drillstring includes a
main body including multiple electrical insulator sections
along a length thereof, each of the electrical insulator sections
configured to have a voltage difference generated there
across, wherein a transmitting electrical insulator section
having a voltage difference generated there across is config-
ured to remain open, and wherein all remaining electrical
insulator sections are configured to be electrically shorted
there across.

16 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR SELECTIVE
SHORTING OF AN ELECTRICAL
INSULATOR SECTION

BACKGROUND

Measurement while drilling (“MWD”) tools are generally
used during drilling for taking directional surveys in real
time. For a directional driller to steer the well towards a target
zone, the driller must know where the well is going, and the
effects of his or her steering efforts. MWD tools often incor-
porate electrical insulators in the drillstring to transmit data.
The tool generates an altered voltage difference between the
top part (i.e., the main drillstring, above the electrical insula-
tor), and the bottom part (i.e., the drill bit, and other tools
located below the electrical insulator). At the surface, a wire
is attached to the wellhead, which makes contact with the
drillstring. A second wire is attached to a rod driven into the
ground some distance away. The wellhead and the ground rod
form two electrodes of a dipole antenna. The voltage difter-
ence received between the two electrodes is received by a
computer and decoded.

Electrical insulators (e.g., electrical gaps) may be used for
both downhole-to-surface communication (i.e., the signal is
transmitted to the surface) and downhole-to-downhole com-
munication (i.e., the signal is transmitted to a downhole loca-
tion). In certain applications, two or more electrical insulators
may be employed to accomplish both downhole-to-surface
and downhole-to-downhole communication simultaneously.
In this case, the existence of one electrical insulator may
adversely affects the perform lance of the other electrical
insulators.

For an electrical insulator to work properly, the drillstring
and the underground formation must form a conducting path
through drilling mud so that an electrical current can be
driven across the electrical insulator. This generally is not a
concern for wellbores drilled with salty or conducting muds
because the muds adequately conduct electrical current.
However, conducting an electrical current through oil-based
or other non-conducting muds may be more difficult. For a
BHA employing a single electrical insulator, the drill bit often
provides a viable contact point between the drillstring and the
formation through which electrical current may flow from the
electrical insulator through the drillstring to the formation,
and return to the drillstring on the other side of the electrical
insulator.

But, for a BHA employing two or more electrical insula-
tors, lower electrical insulators (closer to the bit) may break or
impede the path of current flowing from the upper electrical
insulator that relies on the drill bit as the contact point. What
is needed then is an apparatus and method having multiple
electrical insulators that may be operated simultaneously
without adversely affecting others” operation.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, embodiments disclosed herein relate to a
bottom hole assembly attached to a drillstring including a
main body including a first electrical insulator section sepa-
rating a first body portion from a second body portion, a
second electrical insulator section separating the second body
portion from a third body portion, and a circuit element con-
nected across the second electrical insulator section. The
circuit element is configured to be closed and provide an
electrical current path across the second electrical insulator
section upon a voltage signal at a first frequency being gen-
erated across the first electrical insulator section. The circuit
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2

element is configured to be opened and break said electrical
current path across the second electrical insulator section
upon a voltage signal at a second frequency being generated
across the second electrical insulator section.

Other aspects relate to a bottom hole assembly attached to
a drillstring including a main body including multiple elec-
trical insulator sections along a length thereof and a circuit
element connected across each of said multiple electrical
insulator sections. Each of said multiple electrical insulator
sections are configured to have a voltage difference generated
there across. The circuit element of an electrical insulator
section having a voltage difference at a first frequency gen-
erated there across is configured to not allow an electrical
current to travel there across. The circuit elements of all
remaining electrical insulator sections not having said voltage
difference at said first frequency generated there across are
configured to allow an electrical current to travel there across.

Yet other aspects relate to a method of selectively trans-
mitting a signal generated from multiple electrical insulator
sections for providing downhole measurements including
providing a tool body including multiple electrical insulator
sections disposed along a length thereof, generating a voltage
signal at a first frequency across one of the multiple electrical
insulator sections, providing an electrical current path across
all remaining electrical insulator sections not having said
voltage signal at said first frequency generated there across,
and transmitting said signal relating to said generated voltage
signal to a location apart from said tool body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is illustrated in the accompanying drawings
wherein,

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional drilling rig on which
exemplary embodiments of the apparatus and methods dis-
closed herein may be utilized.

FIG. 2 illustrates a bottom hole assembly in accordance
with one or more embodiments;

FIG. 3 illustrates an inductor connected across an electrical
insulator section in accordance with one or more embodi-
ments;

FIG. 4 illustrates an equivalent circuit of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 illustrates a capacitor connected across an electrical
insulator section in accordance with one or more embodi-
ments; and

FIG. 6 illustrates an equivalent circuit of FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The aspects, features, and advantages of the invention men-
tioned above are described in more detail by reference to the
drawings, wherein like reference numerals represent like ele-
ments.

A bottom hole assembly (BHA), such as a measurement-
while-drilling (or “MWD”) tool for performing drilling
related measurements downhole is disclosed. FIG. 1 illus-
trates a drilling assembly 10 in which the bottom hole assem-
bly described herein may be deployed. A drilling rig 12
including a derrick and platform is positioned at the surface
11 over an oil and gas formation 13 disposed therebeneath. A
drillstring 14 have a drill bit 15 on end thereof extends from
the drilling rig 12 into a borehole 16 in the formation 13. The
drillstring 14 may include any number of downhole tools
including, for example, measurement while drilling 18
(“MWD”) tools, logging while drilling 20 (“LWD”) tools,
stabilizers (not shown), a rotary steerable tool (not shown), a
downhole drilling motor 22, and one or more at-bit sensors
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24. It should be understood that the bottom hole assembly
described herein in accordance with one or more embodi-
ments is useful in any type of drilling operation, either
onshore or offshore. Moreover, the bottom hole assembly
described herein may be used in operation other than drilling,
for example, wireline.

The bottom hole assembly disclosed herein may provide
information about the conditions at the drill bit, such as rota-
tional speed of the drillstring, smoothness of the drillstring
rotation, type and severity of any downhole vibrations, down-
hole temperatures, torque and weight on bit, mud flow vol-
ume, and others. The tool may be coupled with or used with
any other downhole tools, including but not limited to, mud
motors, rotary steerable systems, and logging-while-drilling
(or “LWD”) tools. The BHA may include an electromagnetic
(EM) transmitter, which collects drilling and geological data
related to the drilling operation, and a receiver for receiving
data from the transmitter and which subsequently sends the
received drilling and geological data to a remote location,
either at the surface or downhole, where the data is collected
and analyzed.

The BHA may include multiple electrical insulators dis-
posed along a length thereof. The electrical insulators may be
composed of an insulating material to permit the passage of
EM radiation therethrough. The insulating materials may
include a class of polyetherketones or other suitable resins.
For example, fiberglass-epoxy, PEK and PEEK are dielectric
materials or resins that permit the passage of signal energy
including electromagnetic radiation. In certain embodiments,
the BHA may include two electrical insulators that serve
different purposes (e.g., one for downhole-to-surface com-
munication and the other for downhole-to-downhole commu-
nication). The two electrical insulators may operate simulta-
neously although independently of each other. For example, a
first electrical insulator may remain electrically shorted while
a second electrical insulator operates. As used herein, oper-
ates means transmitting or generating a voltage signal across
the electrical insulator for communicating data to a remote or
separate location, as will be understood by those skilled in the
art. The above described apparatus may alternatively be con-
figured to include any number of multiple electrical insulator
sections. An electrical insulator section that is transmitting or
generating a signal may remain “open,” i.e., a voltage differ-
ence is generated across the insulator section. Any remaining
electrical insulator sections may be electrically shorted. The
remaining electrical insulator sections may be non-transmit-
ting electrical insulator sections in certain embodiments. As
used herein, “across” or “there across” in reference to the
electrical insulator sections may refer to an axial length of the
electrical insulator sections, from substantially a first end of
the section to an opposite or second end of the section. An
axial length of the electrical insulator sections is in reference
to a central axis of the drillstring or tool body in which the
electrical insulator sections are disposed.

One or more electrical insulator sections may be electri-
cally shorted by way of a circuit element connected across
one or more or each of the multiple electrical insulator sec-
tions in accordance with one or more embodiments. In certain
embodiments, more than one circuit element may be con-
nected across one or more of the multiple electrical insulator
sections. The circuit elements may include inductors, capaci-
tors, resistors, and others, and any combination thereof. The
circuit elements may be configured to selectively “short”
(e.g., provide or create an electrical circuit that allows a
current to travel along the circuit element where no or very
little electrical impedance is encountered) one or more of the
multiple electrical insulator sections. A resonance frequency
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may be selected and matched for each of the circuit elements,
so thatata particular resonance frequency, a circuit element in
an electrical insulator section produces an impedance suitable
for generating a voltage signal for communicating data. How-
ever, at that same resonance frequency, other circuit elements
in other electrical insulator sections are selected so that little
to no impedance is produced, thereby shorting the other elec-
trical insulator sections. Accordingly, multiple resonance fre-
quencies may be selected, each of which may be implemented
with one or more of the multiple circuit elements. The mul-
tiple resonance frequencies may be separated by a sufficient
frequency range (e.g., 10 Hz) to avoid accidently shorting and
opening unintended electrical insulator sections.

FIG. 2 illustrates a downhole tool or BHA 100 in accor-
dance with one or more embodiments. The BHA includes two
electrical insulator sections, an upper electrical insulator sec-
tion 106 and a lower electrical insulator section 108. The
upper electrical insulator section 106 may be used for down-
hole-to-surface communication, and the lower electrical insu-
lator section 108 may be used for downhole-to-downhole
communication. The signals generated for downhole-to-sur-
face communication usually travel over a much longer dis-
tance than those for downhole-to-downhole communication.
Because of this, a voltage signal generated across the upper
electrical insulator section 106 may be a low-frequency sig-
nal. For example, a low-frequency signal may be at least 1 Hz,
or at least 2 Hz, or at least 5 Hz, and up to 7 Hz, or up to 8 Hz,
or up to 10 Hz. A voltage signal generated across the lower
electrical insulator section 108 may be a high-frequency sig-
nal. For example, a high-frequency signal may be at least 500
Hz, or at least 1000 Hz, or at least 1500 Hz, or at least 2000
Hz, and up to 3000 Hz, or up to 4000 Hz, or up to 4500 Hz, or
up to 5000 Hz.

The lower electrical insulator section 108 serves as termi-
nation of the BHA for the upper electrical insulator section
106. For oil-based mud through which electrical current does
not travel easily, this implies that the drill bit 104 contact with
the formation is effectively removed from the electrical cur-
rent path for the upper electrical insulator section 106. To
maintain the electrical current continuity through the lower
electrical insulator section 108 when the upper electrical
insulator section 106 transmits, the lower electrical insulator
section 108 remains electrically shorted when a voltage sig-
nal is generated across the upper electrical insulator section
106. On the other hand, the lower electrical insulator section
108 is open (i.e., not electrically shorted) when a voltage
signal is generated across the lower electrical insulator sec-
tion 108.

Referring to FIG. 3, a circuit element, for example an
inductor 110, is connected across the lower electrical insula-
tor section 108. A voltage signal generated across the upper
electrical insulator section 106 travels downward along the
drillstring until the signal or current encounters the lower
electrical insulator section 108. The voltage signal travels
across the lower electrical insulator section 108 through the
inductor 110. The impedance of the electrical insulator sec-
tion is calculated according to jwl, wherein j is the square
root of (-1), w is the frequency of the voltage source, and L is
inductance (measured in Henrys). So long as the frequency of
the voltage signal is sufficiently low, the electrical insulator
section impedance will be negligible. Accordingly, the elec-
trical insulator section is electrically shorted.

FIG. 4 illustrates an equivalent circuit 400 for the lower
electrical insulator section 108 including an inductor 110
shown in FIG. 3. R, is the resistance “seen” by the lower
electrical insulator section 108 across the electrical insulator
section 108 without the inductor 110. R_,,,, depends on the
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resistivity of the formation around the wellbore, the resistiv-
ity of drilling mud, the size of the borehole, and the length of
the electrical insulator section, among others. For simplicity,
the resistance of the inductor 110 has been omitted. The total
impedance of the circuit is calculated using the following
equation:

JjwLRgap Equation (1)

= Rgap + jowL

For a sufficiently larger value of L, the total impedance
across the lower electrical insulator section 108 approaches
R, As an example, one may assume R_,,=10 ohms and
L=10 mH. Then, for a frequency of 3 kHz, 7=9.97+j0.53
ohm=R__ . Lowering the frequency will introduce a larger
reactance component to the total impedance. For instance, at
1 kHz, 7=9.75+j 1.55 ohm. The reactance part will be about
16% of the resistance.

In other embodiments, the circuit element may include a
capacitor shown in FIG. 5. FIG. 6 illustrates an equivalent
circuit 600 for the lower electrical insulator section 108
including a capacitor 112 shown in FIG. 5. A total impedance
of'the circuit shown in FIG. 6 is calculated using the following
equation:

JjwLRgap

P Equation (2)
(1 —w?LO)Rgap + jwL

At very low frequencies:

z=joL Equation (3)

That is, the electrical insulator section may effectively be
electrically shorted because of the low impedance. At very
high frequencies:

1 Equation (4)

The electrical insulator section then behaves as a capacitor.
If frequency is chosen such that:

W?LC=1 Equation (5)

then the impedance may be calculated as:

Z=Rgap Equation (6)

Equation (5), or the resonance frequency, causes the L-C
branch (e.g., the circuit branch including the inductor/capaci-
tor) of the circuit to resonate, which electrically opens the
electrical insulator section for the frequency. For instance, to
drive the electrical insulator section at 1 kHz would require
LC=2.53x1073. For L=10 mH, a capacitor with C=2.53 uF
may be chosen.

One or more embodiments disclosed herein relate to a
bottom hole assembly attached to a drillstring including a
main body including a first electrical insulator section sepa-
rating a first body portion from a second body portion, a
second electrical insulator section separating the second body
portion from a third body portion, and a circuit element con-
nected across the second electrical insulator section. The
circuit element is configured to be closed and provide an
electrical current path across the second electrical insulator
section upon a voltage signal at a first frequency being gen-
erated across the first electrical insulator section. The circuit
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element is configured to be opened and break said electrical
current path across the second electrical insulator section
upon a voltage signal at a second frequency being generated
across the second electrical insulator section.

Other embodiments disclosed herein relate to a bottom
hole assembly attached to a drillstring including a main body
including multiple electrical insulator sections along a length
thereof and a circuit element connected across each of said
multiple electrical insulator sections. Each of said multiple
electrical insulator sections are configured to have a voltage
difference generated there across. The circuit element of an
electrical insulator section having a voltage difference at a
first frequency generated there across is configured to not
allow an electrical current to travel there across. The circuit
elements of all remaining electrical insulator sections not
having said voltage difference at said first frequency gener-
ated there across are configured to allow an electrical current
to travel there across.

Yet other embodiments disclose a method of selectively
transmitting a signal generated from multiple electrical insu-
lator sections for providing downhole measurements includ-
ing providing a tool body including multiple electrical insu-
lator sections disposed along a length thereof, generating a
voltage signal at a first frequency across one of the multiple
electrical insulator sections, providing an electrical current
path across all remaining electrical insulator sections not
having said voltage signal at said first frequency generated
there across, and transmitting said signal relating to said
generated voltage signal to a location apart from said tool
body.

The claimed subject matter is not to be limited in scope by
the specific embodiments described therein. Indeed, various
modifications of one or more embodiments disclosed herein
in addition to those described herein will become apparent to
those skilled in the art from the foregoing descriptions. Such
modifications are intended to fall within the scope of the
appended claims.

As used in this specification and the following claims, the
terms “comprise” (as well as forms, derivatives, or variations
thereof, such as “comprising” and “comprises”) and
“include” (as well as forms, derivatives, or variations thereof,
such as “including” and “includes”) are inclusive (i.e., open-
ended) and do not exclude additional elements or steps.
Accordingly, these terms are intended to not only cover the
recited element(s) or step(s), but may also include other ele-
ments or steps not expressly recited. Furthermore, as used
herein, the use of the terms “a” or “an” when used in conjunc-
tion with an element may mean “one,” but it is also consistent
with the meaning of “one or more,” “at least one,” and “one or
more than one.” Therefore, an element preceded by “a” or
“an” does not, without more constraints, preclude the exist-
ence of additional identical elements.

The use of the term “about™ applies to all numeric values,
whether or not explicitly indicated. This term generally refers
to a range of numbers that one of ordinary skill in the art
would consider as a reasonable amount of deviation to the
recited numeric values (i.e., having the equivalent function or
result). For example, this term can be construed as including
a deviation of £10 percent of the given numeric value pro-
vided such a deviation does not alter the end function or result
of the value. Therefore, a value of about 1% can be construed
to be a range from 0.9% to 1.1%.

What is claimed:

1. A bottom hole assembly attached to a drillstring, the
bottom hole assembly comprising:

a main body comprising:
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a first electrical insulator section separating a first body
portion from a second body portion;

a second electrical insulator section separating the sec-
ond body portion from a third body portion; and

a circuit element connected across the second electrical
insulator section;

wherein the circuit element is configured to be closed
and provide an electrical current path across the sec-
ond electrical insulator section upon a voltage signal
at a first frequency being generated across the first
electrical insulator section, and

wherein the circuit element is configured to be opened
and break said electrical current path across the sec-
ond electrical insulator section upon a voltage signal
at a second frequency being generated across the sec-
ond electrical insulator section, and

wherein the circuit element comprises a capacitor.

2. The bottom hole assembly of claim 1, wherein the volt-
age signal at the first frequency is less than about 10 Hz.

3. The bottom hole assembly of claim 1, wherein the volt-
age signal at the second frequency signal is greater than about
500 Hz.

4. A bottom hole assembly attached to a drillstring, the
bottom hole assembly comprising:

amain body including multiple electrical insulator sections

along a length thereof; and

a circuit element connected across each of said multiple

electrical insulator sections,

wherein each of said multiple electrical insulator sections

are capable of having a voltage difference generated
there across;

wherein said circuit element of an electrical insulator sec-

tion having a voltage difference at a first frequency gen-
erated there across is configured to not allow an electri-
cal current to travel there across, and

wherein said circuit elements of all remaining electrical

insulator sections not having said voltage difference at
said first frequency generated there across are config-
ured to allow an electrical current to travel there across,
and

wherein multiple resonance frequencies are selected, each

of' which is implemented with each of the multiple elec-
trical insulator sections.

5. The bottom hole assembly of claim 4, wherein the mul-
tiple resonance frequencies are separated by at least 10 Hz.

6. The bottom hole assembly of claim 4, wherein said
circuit element is selected from the group consisting of an
inductor, a capacitor, and a resistor.

7. The bottom hole assembly of claim 4, wherein the trans-
mitting electrical section has a voltage difference generated
there across at a frequency below 10 Hz.

8. The bottom hole assembly of claim 4, wherein said
circuit element of an electrical insulator section having a
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voltage difference at a second frequency generated there
across is configured to not allow an electrical current to travel
there across, and wherein said circuit elements of all remain-
ing electrical insulator sections not having said voltage dif-
ference at said second frequency generated there across are
configured to allow an electrical current to travel there across.

9. The bottom hole assembly of claim 8, wherein said
circuit element of an electrical insulator section having a
voltage difference at a third frequency generated there across
is configured to not allow an electrical current to travel there
across, and wherein said circuit elements of all remaining
electrical insulator sections not having said voltage difference
at said third frequency generated there across are configured
to allow an electrical current to travel there across.

10. A method of selectively transmitting a signal generated
from multiple electrical insulator sections for providing
downhole measurements, the method comprising:

providing a tool body including multiple electrical insula-

tor sections disposed along a length thereof;

generating a voltage signal at a first frequency across one of

the multiple electrical insulator sections;
providing an electrical current path across all remaining
electrical insulator sections not having said voltage sig-
nal at said first frequency generated there across; and

transmitting said signal relating to said generated voltage
signal to a location apart from said tool body.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising selecting
different resonance frequencies for generating a voltage sig-
nal across each of the multiple electrical insulator sections.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising separating
said selected different resonance frequencies by at least at
least 10 Hz.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising providing
a circuit element that extends across each of the multiple
electrical insulator sections.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising providing
said circuit element selected from the group consisting of an
inductor, a capacitor, and a resistor.

15. The method of claim 10, further comprising generating
a voltage signal at a second frequency across one of the
multiple electrical insulator sections, and providing an elec-
trical path across all remaining electrical insulator sections
not having said voltage signal at said second frequency gen-
erated there across.

16. The method of claim 15, further comprising generating
avoltage signal at a third frequency across one of the multiple
electrical insulator sections, and providing an electrical path
across all remaining electrical insulator sections not having
said voltage signal at said third frequency generated there
across.



